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March 14, 1997
UM STUDENT DOCUMENTARY RECORDS INDIAN BASKETBALL LEGENDS 
MISSOULA -
Growing up on a Western Montana reservation, Johnna Espinoza heard her elders talk with 
excitement and awe of legendary American Indian basketball players. Now the University of Montana 
graduate student in radio-television will share those stories with all Montanans in a television 
documentary scheduled to air this month.
“Growing up I heard about the great Montana Indian players of the past,” says Espinoza, whose 
hometown is Arlee. “People would get a look in their eyes when they talked about Indian basketball 
players, so I knew they existed in Montana.”
Such stories, combined with Espinoza’s love of the sport, inspired her to compile examples of 
great Indian basketball players into a half-hour documentary, “Indian Basketball: A Wider Circle,” as 
part o f her project for a master’s degree.
In the midst of basketball’s March madness, Espinoza’s documentary premieres in a free, 
public screening at 7:30 p.m. Monday, March 24, in Room 106 of UM's Gallagher Business Building. 
The event also features a photo exhibit of Indian basketball players on the Crow Reservation by former 
UM journalism student John Youngbear.
The documentary airs at 6:30 a.m. Easter Sunday, March 30, on KPAX-TV in Western
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Montana, and sometime in May on Montana Public Television-KUFM.
Espinoza's documentary takes viewers into the lives of four well-known Indian basketball 
players from Montana's past and present while giving an insider’s glance at the cultural importance of 
the sport.
“Basketball is a point of pride on every reserv ation,” Espinoza says. ‘‘There’s a warm feeling 
about gyms, a community feeling. Whether it’s in Arlee or Lodge Grass, there’s a special connection 
and bond there.”
Athletes featured in Espinoza’s documentary are:
■ Don Wetzel, a Cutbank native and enrolled member of the Blackfeet Tribe who played for the 
Montana Grizzlies in the late 1960s and early 1970s;
■ Luke Spotted Bear, a member of the Crow Tribe and boys’ basketball coach at Plenty Coups 
High School in Prvor;
■ Malia Kipp ot Browning, an enrolled member of the Blackfeet Tribe and UM Lady Griz 
standout from 1992 to 1995. Kipp is an assistant coach for the Lady Griz; and
■ J.R. Camel, a St. Ignatius High School basketball standout and Montana Grizzly guard. A UM 
sophomore of Salish descent, Camel led the Grizzlies in scoring this season and was named to 
the all-Big Sky Conference men’s basketball team.
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